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pirate on the pbroadway

Lucy Mayer tells the story of Radio Jackie

& If you’'ve ever driven along

Tolworth Broadway the first thing
that probably catches your eye is
the huge 20-storey tower block.
But there is something else that
has inhabited the Broadway for
four years. A pirate!

A six foot tall pirate can be seen
guarding a seemingly normal shop
window - however this pirate
~actually represents 39 years of

~ hard work and determination and
the shop window is 107.8 FM
Radio Jackie.

The life-size icon is actually Radio Jackie’s mascot. Before south-west
London’s local station took up roots on Tolworth Broadway in the
summer of 2003, it was a pirate station, started in 1969 by a group of
people who believed that free radio should not be illegal. This spirit
is what the pirate has come to symbolise, and reminds those working
there and listening today that there is a huge history behind this local

radio station.

There are over sixty on-air presenters whether it be in programming,
news or travel. One of Jackie’s biggest strengths is its local news. The
news team - three permanent journalists and about twelve
freelancers - are constantly researching and chasing stories and
interviews, recording and editing. That’s all on top of doing live in-
house news 24 hours a day, something unique to a London radio
station. Jackie also has its own journalists reporting throughout

the night.

Reporters are in contact with the police, fire and ambulance services
as well as local councils to try and bring the most up-to-date
information all the time.
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Travel is also a time consuming job for the thirteen presenters in the
team. Of course, this couldn’t be done without the loyal listeners.
They’re at the heart of the reports, ringing the presenters when an

accident has occurred and when it’s cleared again.

Being a local station Jackie takes a lot of trouble to engage with the
community. Live ‘Jukeboxes’, where listeners can choose their
favourite songs, take place most weekends as part of the radio Jackie
Roadsllww. The team can be spotted broadcasting live from various
places across South West London and Surrey.

A regular info slot also takes place each hour and broadcasts
information about local charity events free of charge. This way
people that are deserving of advertising - but cannot afford to pay -

get free airtime.

Jackie’s longest serving DJ is also still on air. Mike Knight campaigned
for free radio in the very beginning leading the way and even going to
prison for the cause. He can now be heard presenting a regular slot

on a Sunday evening.

Today, getting into radio is just as hard. The industry doesn’t rely on
CVs, but instead on experience. If someone has a passion for radio
and they are willing to learn, than Jackie is willing to offer the
experience, the training and support to help people go out and

further their careers. All it takes is an initial phone call or email.

One thing that has remained true to Jackie throughout the years,
from when the pirate station was shut down in February 1985 to
when it relaunched as Jackie almost five years ago: it’s a people’s
station. The doors are always open and the public are always
welcome. All you have to do is stick your head around what is
described lovingly in the office as ‘the smallest door in the world’,
and within minutes you can be on a studio tour of what has always

been the sound of south-west London.



