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There w

as an aw
ful lot b

ecause w
hen I took it over in M

arch
2003 there w

as no real local content. It w
as follow

ing
 a

m
usic form

at that w
ould

 have fitted
 a reg

ional or national
station 

very 
w

ell, 
b

ut 
w

asn’t 
targ

eting
 

a 
locality. 

R
e-

p
rog

ram
m

ing
 

the 
com

p
uter 

to 
p

ut 
tog

ether 
the 

m
usic

form
at that w

e have tod
ay, took a lot long

er than I had
envisag

ed
, and

 R
ad

io Jackie w
asn't g

oing
 to com

e ab
out

until w
e had

 that just rig
ht.  
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It’s d

oing
 a sim

ilar thing
 tod

ay as it w
as b

efore - covering
 a

b
road

 rang
e w

ith a catch-all form
at of p

op
ular, up

b
eat, rad

io
m

usic.  
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I d
on't think they d

o. W
e have an extrem

ely b
road

 ag
e

rang
e, w

ith exceed
ing

ly young
 listeners and

 very m
uch

old
er, m

ore m
ature listeners. W

e're hitting
 the full rang

e of
local p

eop
le.
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W
e carry new

s on the hour, a hig
h p

rop
ortion of w

hich is
local new

s, and
 if there's a national new

s item
 that has any

local content, w
e'll hig

hlig
ht that. Plus, throug

hout the hour
there'll b

e inserts of local inform
ation - thoug

h not to the
p

arish p
um

p
s stag

e - to focus on, and
 relate to, the area that

w
e're b

road
casting

 to. M
ore im

p
ortantly, the ad

vertising
 is

solely locally-orientated
.  So if w

e have a national ad
vertiser

such as Sainsb
ury's, the ad

vertising
 w

ill focus on a local
store that p

eop
le can relate to.  
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It's exceed
ing

ly interactive. W
e have all the local M

Ps and
councillors com

ing
 in w

henever they w
ish. O

n our re-launch,
m

ayors attend
ed

 from
 all the surround

ing
 areas, includ

ing
Sutton, Sp

elthorne, K
ing

ston and
 W

im
b

led
on. W

e d
id

n't
m

iss a b
eat. A

nd
 our w

eb
site is g

etting
 a p

henom
enal

num
b

er of hits.
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A

g
ain 

it 
com

es 
d

ow
n 

to 
b

eing
 

com
m

unity-focused
. 

W
e

w
on't take ad

vertising
 that the reg

ional stations are taking
unless it focuses on our area. W

e w
ant to stand

 out as b
eing

d
ifferent, so you w

on't hear C
oca C

ola on R
ad

io Jackie
unless they're g

iving
 it aw

ay in Tolw
orth B

road
w

ay.
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D
ave O

w
en is head

ing
 up

 m
usic and

 d
oing

 d
rivetim

e. W
e

also have R
og

er A
llen - w

ho d
ates b

ack to 1969 - w
ho read

s
the new

s on Sund
ays. W

e tend
 to have an aw

ful lot of
p

eop
le from

 the p
ast on Sund

ays w
ho have com

e forw
ard

w
anting

 
to 

help
, 

includ
ing

 
Jim

i 
K

ing
, 

M
ike 

K
nig

ht, 
Pat

E
d

ison and
 M

ike H
ayes. W

e'll m
ake the m

ost out of our p
ast

history and
 w

e'll evolve into a new
 R

ad
io Jackie of tod

ay.
W

e p
refer to take on p

resenters w
ho live locally, so that they

can 
relate 

easily 
to 

incid
ents 

and
 

p
ronounce 

nam
es 

of
localities w

ith confid
ence. I see R

ad
io Jackie as a step

p
ing

-
sto

ne 
fo

r 
so

m
e 

p
resenters, 

and
 

w
e 

have 
m

any 
new

,
enthusiastic 

p
eop

le 
com

ing
 

to 
us. 

W
e've 

g
ot 

a 
lot 

of
volunteers and

 som
e are very g

ood
, so I take them

 on as
p

aid
 staff. O

thers just thoroug
hly enjoy rad

io, just as w
e d

id
in the 1970s and

 early 1980s w
hen a lot of us w

ere unp
aid

.  
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There w

as no real ap
p

eal in b
eing

 a p
irate. W

e knew
 w

e
w

ere d
oing

 som
ething

 that w
as p

ioneering
, b

ut the fact that
there w

asn't a licence availab
le w

as a p
rob

lem
. W

e had
 to

show
 the g

overnm
ent that this sort of rad

io w
as p

op
ular and

sustainab
le, and

 w
e w

ere p
roven to b

e rig
ht. 
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To an em

b
arrassing

ly larg
e p

ercentag
e of the South W

est
Lond

on aud
ience. 
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R

ad
io Jackie evolved

 in 1969 after the offshore stations closed
d

ow
n, and

 it w
as nam

ed
 after Jackie K

enned
y. Throug

hout the
1970s it op

erated
 on a one-d

ay and
 B

ank H
olid

ay b
asis, and

 p
roved

exceed
ing

ly p
op

ular, b
asically b

ecause there w
as no com

p
etition. In

the early 1970s a record
ing

 of a R
ad

io Jackie show
 w

as p
layed

 in the
H

ouse of C
om

m
ons as an exam

p
le of local rad

io, or com
m

ercial
rad

io, b
efore it actually cam

e ab
out. Then there w

ere m
oves to try

and
 leg

alise it b
y A

rchie H
am

ilton M
P, w

ho tried
 to b

ring
 ab

out a
Private M

em
b

ers B
ill in the late 1970s. So R

ad
io Jackie has a leg

acy
of p

ioneering
 roots. In the early 1980s it eventually w

ent 24 hours a
d

ay and
 w

as run b
y a com

m
ittee that voted

 itself out and
 m

e in to
run it as a b

usiness. A
t that p

oint it w
asn’t a b

usiness thoug
h - it w

as
a crusad

e to b
ring

 ab
out sm

all b
usiness rad

io and
 have som

e form
of licensing

 for w
hat R

ad
io Jackie rep

resented
: sm

aller coverag
e,

local and
 low

 cost rad
io; b

ecause rad
io need

n't cost a fortune. The
station w

as forced
 to close in Feb

ruary 1985, and
 then in 1996 a new

FM
 licence for 107.8 w

as ad
vertised

. The licence w
as aw

ard
ed

 to
Tham

es R
ad

io, b
ut in Feb

ruary 2003 w
e re-form

ed
 R

ad
io Jackie's

orig
inal m

anag
em

ent team
 to p

urchase the station b
ack for £1, and

w
e relaunched

 on 19th O
ctob

er 2003.
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